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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Well, this report covers what is essentially 15 months of RAS 
life as our last AGM was in late Feb 2021. 
Some of the issues we grappled with include: 
· The 2021 Annual Exhibition, which actually went ahead, 
despite Covid fears. It went well during a lull in Covid.
· With the sad passing of Marilyn Kime, Robyn stepped into the 
Treasurer’s role temporarily and got us through the 2021 Annual 
Exhibition. Eventually Margie Lindeman became our Treasurer; 
· In mid 2021 we were able to run a Watercolour Workshop at 
Sth Coogee and a Portrait workshop in early 2022 at Little Bay. 
· We replaced the old RAS laptop with a new one for use by the 
Secretary - an asset for the next few years; 
· Then of course Covid raised its head again. So we reverted to 
our Zoom sessions and hatched our monthly art challenges. We 
also tried hard to keep the Newsletters flowing. All those things 
kept us encouraged and connected. 
· In spite of Covid, we had exhibitions at the Bendigo Bank and 
the Children’s Hospital, albeit on revised dates. 
·Heather Egan and Niki Koeppl did a great job at improving 
the website and we thank them for it. Apart from being an 
information source, displaying, buying and selling member art 
works is now possible.You can book & pay for workshops plus 
enter & pay for exhibitions
· We developed  a more coherent approach to sponsorship, 
· Unfortunately, Margie was unable to stay on as Treasurer. 
Jack Xie volunteered. He is well-trained, skilled, intelligent, 
young, energetic and super courteous. So Jack became our 
new Treasurer at the busiest time of the year. 
· Bringing a lot of our work to a head more recently was the 
2022 Annual Exhibition. We implemented some changes to lift 
us yet another notch: We added an extra day at the beginning 
to assist with setting up; We now have 2 more large advertising 
Banners; We now have a Square Reader that enables us 
to take payments virtually anywhere; We used a Catering 
company for our Opening Night food; We provided our Raffle 
prize sponsors with Certificates of Appreciation; …..and there 
was a long list of other things By all accounts it seems we did lift 
our game. Attendance and sales were strong (a record 47 
art & photography works sold), our community experienced an 
enjoyable event & members were encouraged. 

Probably for me, it was 
the satisfaction of seeing 
considerable funds pass 

through our association and 
flow back to our members 

and businesses in the 
community, for the good of 
all. That to me is what a not-
for-profit group such as RAS 

is all about. 

Through all of these activities 
and more, we have had a 
Committee who have been 
prepared to meet regularly 
(even over Zoom) and slog 
away at each issue. And I 
thank each member for that. 
But more than that, one 
person, Heather Egan, was 
absolutely tireless in working 
on things, sorting things, 
thinking ahead, looking for 
solutions, resolving things, 
doing stuff. Without her 
involvement and input, RAS 
would never have functioned 

So, it’s a massive thank 
you from me, from the 

Committee and from the 
wider membership for all her 

efforts on our behalf. 
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As for the future – I just see 
enormous opportunities. And 
those opportunities are there 
for the taking. By contrast 
‘same old, same old’ is just a 
downward spiral. 
Objective 2(a) of the RAS 
Constitution reads as follows: 

“To share companionship, 
teach and promote all 

mediums of art among like-
minded members of 

the community” 
So if we want, its not just about 
those of us who paint or draw 
or even take a photo………its 
about all mediums of art. You 
tell me what the limitations are 
or where the boundaries are 
set. 
I would encourage all members 
of the Association to grasp 
that understanding, to define 
a vision, to go out and garner 
the support of that vision in the 
community and then deliver 
on that vision. It will take 
work……..but it will be worth 
it because everybody wins. 
Rick B-Smith 23 May 2022. 

The AGM in May saw 
a change in the team 
looking after the running 
of the society
President: Mark England
Vice President: Dina Fox
Secretary: Heidi Hereth
Asst. Secretary: Judie Bode
Treasurer: Jack Xie
Public Officer: Ann Cahill
Committee Members: Marie 
Widolf , Maria Kapodistrias, 
Terry Lavis
Sub C. Gmail Paula Service 
Sub C. Website Niki Koeppl 
Historian: Paul Convy                    
Bus tour/Gala Concert 
Tickets: Pat Reid                          

RAS CALENDAR 
Aug.-Sept.
RAS Patron, Kathy Neilson 
will speak on Sept. 1 at The 
next chapter art group at the 
Margaret Martin Library at 
Royal Randwick shopping 
centre. 10.30 am: 

VALE MARGARET VAZEY
HER EXTRAORDINARY 
LEGACY
This June, Randwick Art 
Society members and 
members of the Coast 
Centre at Little Bay have 
sadly had to say goodbye to 
our friend Margaret Vazey, 
who has passed away after a 
long illness. We would all like 
to extend our condolences 
to her family and friends.
We also celebrate her 
life and her extraordinary 
legacy of saving the 
Malabar Headlands from 
development.

Originally from New Zealand, 
Margaret lived her life in 
Australia with husband 
Brian. She tutored art, was a 
mentor, and a student of art 
for many years at the Coast 
Centre. Margaret and her 
husband became devoted 
to protecting and restoring 
the Malabar Headlands for 
many years. They formed 
the Friends Of Malabar 
Headlands with other local 
residents, and we have 
much to thank them for today 
as it was added to the New 
South Wales State Heritage 
Register on 22 July 2005.

Margaret was a wonderful 
artist who loved life and 
always loved a laugh and 
a chat. She will be sadly 
missed by many, and we feel 
fortunate to have crossed 
paths with her in our lives, 
and to have been inspired by 
her passion and work to see 
the Headlands become a 
Nature Reserve.



RAS EXHIBITIONS
Way back in May, we held a most successfl (see Rick’s letter)
ANNUAL ARTS & CRAFTS & PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
Judged by Alan Somerville

BEST IN SHOW PRIZE
WINNER KURT KOEPPL: “The Mighty Murray at Dawn”

CATEGORY A LANDSCAPES/SEASCAPES PRIZE
WINNER AILEEN ANDERSON :“Coogee Sunrise”
HIGHLY COMMENDED; THOMAS PARSLOW:
          “Bridge and the City – Along the Quay”

CATEGORY B ANIMALS/BIRDS PRIZE
WINNER: SUSAN BATEMAN “Dora”
HIGHLY COMMENDED: SANDI BEYNON “Pretty in Pink”

CATEGORY C PEOPLE/PORTRAITS PRIZE
WINNER NIKI KOEPPL: “Puissance”
HIGHLY COMMENDED: JUDIE BODE “Ocean Breeze”

CATEGORY D STILL LIFE PRIZE
WINNER: ZENA SEMIT “The Rose”
HIGHLY COMMENDED: MASAJI HASHIMOTO “Chair and Pink Pot”

CATEGORY E FRIENDS OF MALABAR HEADLAND PRIZE
WINNER: COLIN EDWARDS “Malabar Headland”
HIGHLY COMMENDED: PAULA SERVICE
           “Old Angophora – Not just a Rusty Gum”

CATEGORY F PHOTOGRAPHY PRIZE
WINNER GRAEME BOGAN: “Untitled 2”
HIGHLY COMMENDED SANDI BEYNON: “Focus”

CATEGORY G MINIATURES PRIZE
WINNER TERRY LAVIS: “Small Wonder”
HIGHLY COMMENDED: MARIA KAPODISTRIAS
          “Woman with Parasol (after Claude Monet)”

Hanging the show Aug. 2, with Aileen Anderson

BOWEN LIBRARY
VISUALISATION

5 Aug. - 25 Sept. 2022

Open daily
Mon. - Fri. 9.30am - 8pm
Sat. 9.30am - 4pm
Sun. 12.00 - 4pm



MEMBERS’ SOLO 
EXHIBITIONS
As we are enthusiastically embracing social 
gatherings, RAS members are enjoying 
successful Solo exhibitions.



WIRE SCULPTURE
There was a great turnout at 
RAS’s first ever Wire Sculpture 
Workshop, held at The Art 
Room at The Coast Centre, 
Little Bay. Presented by RAS 
member and sculptor, Liz 
Burcher; the group learned 
how to best manipulate and 
cut chicken wire, by wearing 
protective gloves and using 
scissors and pliers.  Liz 
demonstrated ways in finding 
animal forms and shapes 
by pushing into the wire and 
compressing it, and even 
adding  bits of coloured wire. 
Liz also talked about and 
showed samples of works 
by  wire artist Wilhelmina 
Villari and her sculpture class 
at Waverley-Woollahra  Art 
School.

PROFESSOR FELL’S 
PORTRAIT
On 19th March, prominent 
chemical engineer and 
university researcher Professor 
Chris Fell kindly offered 
to sit and have his portrait 
painted. RAS members were 
entertained by a fascinating 
talk by Professor Fell, while 
they sketched and painted him 
using a variety of mediums. 
The results were unveiled at a 
special morning tea at the Art 
Room at The Coast Centre, 
Little Bay. Professor Fell was 
delighted by RAS members’ 
amazing portraits of him, which 
had captured his charismatic 
smile and zest for life. 
RAS members would like to 
thank Professor Fell for his 
generous time and also for his 
generous donation to RAS of 
$250. 

WATERCOLOUR PORTRAITS
Randwick Art Society members 
attended a portrait workshop 
with multi-award winning 
Australian watercolour 
artist Dee Jackson. Dee’s 
acclaimed artworks have been 
commissioned extensively 
throughout Australia and New 
Zealand, the United Kingdom, 
South Africa, USA, Sweden, 
and Vietnam. She shared tips 
on how she uses a very wet 
watercolour technique: pooling 
on water and letting it do its 
work as she loads on various 
colours, then manipulating 
the direction of the colours, 
to then controlling the excess 
water’s direction with tissues. 
Members were given very 
generous one-on-one time 
with Dee, and had access 
to reference material and 
her many framed originals.
Thank you Dee for a fun and 
informative day, we were all 
inspired!

WORKSHOPS AT 

COAST CENTRE, 

LITTLE BAY

Members will be updated 

in the near future about 

upcoming workshops and 

talks via email

A big thank you also goes to 
Maria Kapodistrias for putting 
on a sterling morning tea for 
Professor Fell and his wife 
Caroline and all the RAS 
members.


